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Over The Lap Character’s Analysis
Change is gradual and inevitable they say. Change is also conversion or reformation   of self or a situation to have the best version of what is needed. George Saunder's   “ Victory Lap” makes us understand what change is all about(Coleman, & Ellerhoff, 2017). . The changes are physical, sociological, and psychological as the story unfolds. Alison is a young girl who is undergoing some physical changes that are transitioning her from one phase of her life to another. She understands that her fifteenth birthday comes in handy with the many changes she has desired in her life. Brought up in an upper-class family, she believes the change in how she is treated in her home will be the same even with the poor people. Change of events unfolds allowing us to have a positive approach towards the characters. Saunders explains events as they are expected to happen in any suburban area globally.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is interesting to note that, the author uses names that are sarcastically opposite to each character. Alison’s name is “pope” which should mean that all that is at her disposal is “holy” and no evil should harm her. When Alison stands at the staircase, in her mind she figures herself out as a princess accorded all that a princess has. She thinks of the stairways as one made of marble as she interacts with other princes and princesses (Hadaway, T. 2019). Alison thinks of how she could walk down the staircase and have all heads gaze and turn to astonishing beauty. Indeed, all that a “pope” is associated especially being well sheltered was what the author linked Alison with.
 The unnamed stranger is a Russian parishioner who is expected to uphold and practice righteousness. However, the turnout of events is the opposite of the names given to the characters. The Russian parishioner kidnaps and attempts to defile the young Alison instead of protecting her and guide her on the “righteous” paths. Being a parishioner, it is expected that he can be trusted with the responsibility of taking care of   Alison. The author shows us quite the opposite. He feels entitled to have her at all cost. It’s interesting to rule out the Russian parishioner lies of his identity by representing himself as a meter reader yet deep down he knows he’s doing contrary to his calling.
Kyle on the other hand is from a “humble background “, He disrespects his parents by talking back to them. Unlike Alison who has total control over what she likes especially her body, future, and career. Kyle has no control over his own life nor his thoughts. He talks back to his parents the way he knows how to. His life is quite the opposite of what Alison’s life is. Kyle is strong-willed and determined to help Alison right from the moment he notices a stranger at Alison’s place. At some point, he is quite hesitant of taking any action to help Alison. He needlessly sees no point at all to take the action when he figures out that he and Alison are quite the opposite of each other. With a defiant mind, Kyle sits idly and watches Alison struggle to set herself free (Layden, 2020).
In conclusion, raising a teenager can be quite a load of work. Both Kyle and Alison are young teenagers but from different backgrounds. Kyle is the rebel in his mind who acts when he gets orders from his parent's while Alison is naïve and only has to run back to her safe arms in case of a predicament. The two teens are hit rock bottom by a reality that neither of them saw coming. They have no idea how to handle such with teamwork they overcome. Two worlds come together and bring change and have a victory lap.
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